Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 01842 171453Z 

47 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO ARAE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 

USIE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 SAM-01 /062 W 

087064 

OR 171430ZMAR75 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0352 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MADRID IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 
AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUENOS AIRES 1842 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, AR, BR, PO, Cl 

SUB J : SPINOLA'S DAY IN ARGENTINA 

REF: BA 1830; SANTIAGO 1594 

1. ACCORDING TO NEWSMEN WHO SPOKE WITH FORMER PRESIDENT 
SPINOLA AND HIS PARTY, THEY ARRIVED IN BUENOS AIRES IN A 
TENSE AND ANXIOUS FRAME OF MIND. THEY TOLD AP REPORTER 
WHO ACCOMPANIED PARTY ON FLIGHT FROM RIO TO BUENOS AIRES 
THAT BRAZILIAN AUTHORITEIS HAD ASSURED THEM THEY WOULD BE 
ALLOWED TO RETURN TO BRAZIL UPON COMPLETING FORMAL VISA 
APPLICATIONS IN BUENOS AIRES. DESPITE THESE ASSURANCES. 
SPINOLA APPEARED CONCERNED LEST AFTER ARRIVAL HERE 
BRAZILIANS WOULD RENEGE ON PROMISE. 

2. UPON ARRIVAL HERE, SPINOLA AND PARTY ELECTED TO 
CONDUCT NEGOTIATIONS FOR THEIR RETURN TO BRAZIL ABOARD 
AIRCRAFT RATHER THAN USE AIRPORT HOTEL OFFERED BY 
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3. FOLLOWING THEIR 2:15 PM MARCH 15 ARRIVAL, FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SENT CHIEF OF PROTOCOL, AMBASSADOR GIRALDES TO 
AIRPORT TO DEAL WITH SPINOLA. ACCORDING TO PRESS SOURCES, 
GIRALDES ACTED AS GO-BETWEEN FOR SPINOLA AND FONMIN VIGNES. 
LATTER, IN TURN, WAS IN FREQUENT CONTACT WITH BRAZILIAN 
AMBASSADOR WHO FINALLY WENT TO AIRPORT ABOUT 1 1 :00 AM TO 
SECURE WRITTEN STATEMENTS FROM SPINOLA AND PARTY THAT 
THEY WOULD NOT ENGAGE IN ANY POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN BRAZIL 

IF GRANTED ASYLUM. GROUP AGREED TO THIS AND EARLY AFTER- 
NOON OF MARCH 15 BRAZILIAN AMBASSADOR TOLD NEWSMEN AT 
AIRPORT PARTY WOULD LEAVE FOR BRAZIL SAME DAY. 

4. DESPITE REF B AND RIFE RUMORS HERE THAT SPINOLA 
WOULD ULTIMATELY GO TO SANTIAGO, NO ACTIVITY ON PART 
OF CHILEAN OFFICIALS WAS OBSERVED AT EITHER FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OR AT AIRPORT. 

HILT. 
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